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CHAPTER 5
PREPACKAGED EXPENDABLE CONTINGENCY SUPPLIES

(PECS) AND CONTAINERIZATION
5-1.  Purpose

To assist engineer units in the planning and
implementation of contingency plans, a series of cargo
containers loaded with stylized engineer supplies was
developed to meet normal mission requirements for
limited periods or for minor repairs for extended periods
or for minor repairs for extended periods when supplies
are replaced based on demand experience.  Also
included as facilities are special bomb damage and
repair kits.  A matrix of bomb damage and repair
facilities will be added to TM 5-304.

5-2.  Description and Use

Each container is reflected as a separate facility within
the AFCS, which allows its requisition as an independent
supply kit and permits the requester to obtain as many
kits as needed to meet the assigned requirements.  The
unit commander can also procure a set of kits/facilities
which are reflected as installations in the AFCS and are
designed to provide a minimum of expendable materials
to accomplish the specific engineer tasks.  Again, the
commander has the option of requesting the number of

installations required.  An item consumed from the
container can be requisitioned and replaced as separate
items since each carries its own NSN.  When
requisitioning a facility or installation,
commanders/requesters should check the size of the
shipping/storage container ordered to ensure that proper
transportation is available upon delivery of the kits.
There are two types of military, containers: the TRICON
(8 x 8 x 62/3 feet) and the MILVAN (8 x 8 x 20 feet).
The TRICON has a maximum payload of 13,000
pounds, a tare weight of 1,880 pounds, and approximate
interior dimensions of 90 x 85 x 73.5 inches.  The
MILVAN has a maximum payload of 40,000 pounds, a
tare weight of 4,700 pounds and approximate interior
dimensions of 92 x 87 x 231 inches.  The containers are
equipped with standard fittings allowing movement by a
variety of material handling equipment.  In groups of
three, the TRICONs form an 8 x 8 x 20 container
compatible with the commercial container system.
Common commercial containers vary in size up to 8 x 9
x 40 feet with a maximum payload of 60,900 pounds,
and a tare weight of 6,300 pounds.  The weight of each
facility (without container) can be found in TM 5-303.
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